
SEMINOLE COUNTY GOVERNMENT
AGENDA MEMORANDUM

MOTION/RECOMMENDATION:
Board direction as to the County partnering with the Salvation Army-Family Focus Program to 
submit an application to the Office on Violence Against Women requesting up to $400,000
through their Safe Haven: Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program; and 
authorize the Chairman to execute supporting documents.

BACKGROUND:

The U.S. Department of Justice-Office on Violence Against Women is accepting applications 
for its Safe Havens: Supervised Visitation and Safe Exchange Grant Program.  This program 
provides an opportunity for communities to support the supervised visitation and safe 
exchange of children in situations involving domestic violence, dating violence, child abuse, 
sexual assault, or stalking.  

The Salvation Army Family Focus Program provides supervised visitation services for children 
who by court order are not permitted unsupervised contact with their non custodial parent or 
parents due to family violence, abuse, and neglect.  Family Focus also provides the Nurturing 
Parenting Program, a series of classes designed to address the needs and supplement the 
knowledge of skills to parents involved in dependency procedures and conflicted relationships.

Family Focus is requesting Seminole County support of their program by committing to be the 
applicant and subsequent fiscal administrator for the Safe Haven grant program as only 
government entities are eligible to apply. Should the grant be awarded, Seminole County 
would enter into an agreement with the Salvation Army Family Focus Program to define the 
responsibilities of each agency.  As the applicant, the County’s Community Services 
Department would oversee the grant and project implementation. No financial commitment 
from the County is requested as there is no match requirement for this grant program.

The proposed application would request up to $400,000 over a three (3) year period with the 
first year being a development planning year. During this period, the Office on Violence 
Against Women would provide program guidance and technical assistance. The subsequent 
years’ funds would be used to improve the quality of the program. Such improvements would 
be based upon the needs identified through the assessment process completed during the 
planning phase.   

The formal request and anticipated use of funds for improvements are identified on the 
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attached letter from Family Focus. Representation of the Salvation Army Family Focus and 
the Family Focus Advisory Counsel will be present during the Board meeting to address any 
questions the Board may have regarding the project.

ATTACHMENTS:

1. Req for Support
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